Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.034; wR factor = 0.088; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.8.
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Crystal data [Cu 2 (C 8 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ). 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2009 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2009 ); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) . In continuation to our interest with the metal carboxylate chemistry, the title compound (I), (Fig. 1) is being reported here.
The crystal structure of (II) i.e., diaqua-tetrakis(µ 2 -2,3,5-tri-iodobenzoato-k
)-di-copper(ii) methanol solvate (Chen et al., 2007) , (III) i.e., tetra-
)-bis(aqua-copper(ii)) ethanol solvate (Moncol et al., 2006) , (IV) i.e., tetrakis(µ 2 -2-(3- (Viossat et al., 2005) and (V) (Stachova et al., 2004) have been published which are related to the title compound (I) due to the coordination around copper.
The structure of (I) is centrosymmetric with a square pyramidal coordination around the Cu-atoms. Fig. 3 ). There also exists a π···π interaction between the benzene rings (C10-C15) with centroid-to-centroid distance of 3.5764 (12) Å.
Aqueous solutions of sodium salt of 3,5-dinitro-o-toluic acid (0.496 g, 2.0 mol) and copper chloride dihydrate (0.170 g, 1.0 mmol) were prepared separately. Both solutions were mixed in 100 ml round-bottom flask at room temperature. On mixing dirty green precipitate was formed at the begining and it disappeared on continuous stirring of the reaction mixture for 4 h.
The reaction mixture was filtered and the filtrate was concentrated by heating for few minutes. The concentrated solution was kept at room temperature for 72 h to afford greenish blue prisms of of the title compound.
supplementary materials sup-2 Refinement
The coordinates of H-atoms of water molecules were refined with the distance restraints imposed on the O-H distances and with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (O),. The C-bound H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = xU eq (C), where x = 1.5 for methyl and x = 1.2 for other H-atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . View of the title compound with the atom numbering scheme. The displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. H-atoms are shown as small spheres of arbitrary radii. 
